
388 [BIay 15, l9Og 

into all sorts of trouble in dealing with cases 
*of this type, and often comes back to hospital 
ttith a complaint of the unreasonableness of 
her patient, and leaving behind her a not too 
favourable impression in the minds of the 

. doctor, patient, and friends. 
Personally, I think that sis months’ or a 

year’s mental experience in a recognised 
mental hospital would be invaluable to any 
nurse, provided she is really keen about her 
work and wishes to  do the best she can for a12 

.*patients who happen to come under her care. 
The esperiment has actually been tried in 

.Scotland, whereby a system of interchange be- 
tween the asylums of one body and the hos- 
pitals of another is made available for nurses 
of both classes of institutions. Three years’ 

.training in the one can be followed by one year 
in the other. Thelcontinued training of four 
years-which is tesbed by periodical esaniina- 
tions-qualifies the nurse to  enter for a final 
examination, conducted by a conjoint board of 

..the Medical Superintendents of all the  training 
institutions, and success is followed by a,n inc- 
mediate gain of a year’s seniority, with the 
reversion of a superior post falling vacant; 

I wrote to a Matron to inquire about the 
success of the scheme. The following passag2s 
are from her letter in reply : - ‘ I  I am sorry to 

’tell you the arrangement you ask about did 
not succeed. The hospital trained nurses were 
willing to come to us for sis months or so, 

‘bu t  had-to get senior duties, while the mental 
nurses were espected to  take practically pro- 

’bationers’ work. . . . I certainly think 
within‘the last ‘few years the standard of the 
mental ‘nurses has much improved . . . 

‘everyone taking ‘the certificate. We work 
quite on the lines of a general hospital, The 
nurses are changed every three months, and 

.as  we have a large number of bed-wards they 
get a good all-round training. With the ex- 
ception of very bad surgical cases, I consider 

.them a t  the end of their three years quite 
capkble of taking c%arge of any case of sick 

*nursing.” 
The resdlt’hrts thus not been successful in 

’the only case, to my knowledge, where the 
experimelie was ‘tried. But  the difficulties in 

’this case do not seem to have been by any 
mean$ insuperable. 

My first object,’however,is to point out the 
advantages which would result from such 
double training. Once these are manifest, the 
rest is merely a matter of organisation. This 
I have tried to do ‘in the short notes I have. 
*just read of points that have occurred to me ;  
the advantages are not fully set forth, and dis- 

’ advantages, if‘fihese be any, are omitted. 

. also the scale of pay seems very liberal. 

progrem of 5tate IRegfetration, 
As this Journal is issoecl on Thm.stl:\,y, OIJ~ 

readers must awdt  our report of tht. r twlt  of 
the Deputation which will wtiit, on tlir l’rinie 
Miiiister on the 1Btli iiist, in sqq)oi~t 4 1 k  Ht.nte 
13egistration of Triiiiitd NurstIs, until rwst 
week. Vr1ie,$ever iiiiiy be thc! result of the L’eti- 
tioii of the DeputatioiL at the inoniriit, t h e  
n.ho are to uoinpose it, uiicl those wlirm t h y  
represent, are fully detrrniinecl to \York stwdily 
without any doubt of ultiiiitxtte su~eest:  1111 hi1 t h  
nurses in the Uuibed liingdoix nncl t l ic  p i h h  
whom they serve, tire protectrcl by n just, law 
providing for the organisation of Tr:iined 

The Deputation will be iiitrocluced fly the 
liight Hon. the Lord Ampthill, G.c:. I.E., 
G.C.S.I., who will be supported by blr. It. C,. 
M u n m  Feqpson, ALP., aiirl n i m ~  other re- 
presentative RIeinbers of Payliameiit. Sir Vic- 
tor Horsley, F.lZ.C.S., F.R.S., and Mr. J .  
Smith Whitaker will represent the British 
Medical. Association, and amongst the mem- 
bers of the medical profession who htwe pro- 
mised to attend are Sir TVilliam bhxwral, 
F.R.C. S., LL.D., of Glasgow, and Dr. Bedford 
Fenwick. 

The Nursing Profession will be r e p k w n t d  
by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, Miss Isla Stewart, 
General Hospitals ; Miss fix. Hnsley, Iridi 
Nurses’ Association ; Miss Sidney Br-owhe, 
R.R.C. ; Miss Barton, Poor Law IiifirntltrieH : 
and Miss H. L. Pearse, Ruprrintenclent, ,Sahool 
Nurses, London County Council. 

Lady Strachey, President, Women’lj Locd 
Government Society; Mrs. Alfred Emmott, 
National Union of Women Workers ; and Miw 
E. Iierrison, Women’s Labour League, will 
also attend. 

THE PUBLIC GOOD. 
If you tell me I tin1 an idiot PO often,” 

a little girl once inforrncd 811 irascible goover- 
ness, “ I shall become one.” So with the 
quack nursing journals, which make profit from 
the foolish. Last week we were informed 
the lay editor of one d these publications that, 
as a class, nurses are much too foolish to 
take part in their own professional affairs. 
This naturally must be left to the persons 
who employ them I For our part, whilst wish- 
ing that women, especially a larger number of 
nurses, would take an active interest in sll that 
concerns their profession, we have found thofe 
who do so very keen and intelligent in t h r  
work for the public good. 

Let us, therefore, approach this burning 
question of Registration from that standpoint, 
and be prepared, if necessary, to make sacri- 
fices for the sake of the community at  large. 

Nursing. - 
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